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only prevented by the present electoral system which makes it
difficult for minor parties to secure a "fair" representation in
the House of Commons.
The Liberal Party was the first important British politi-
cal party to create a national organization. In 1861 a Liberal
Registration Association was created, and in 1877 a National
Liberal Federation with headquarters in London was estab-
lished.
The present Constitution of the Liberal Party has fea-
tures in common with the Constitutions of the other two
parties. There is an annual Assembly which has functions
similar to those of "the Labor Party Annual Conference but
the composition of which is much more like the Conservative
Annual Conference. The Liberal Assembly elects the officers
of the Party, reviews the work of the Party, and considers
resolutions on public policy. The Assembly is composed of
Liberal MJP.s and Peers, all prospective parliamentary candi-
dates and candidates at the preceding election, members of
the Liberal Council, delegates of constituency associations,
and representatives of University Liberal Societies and other
similar bodies.
The smallest unit of Liberal organization is usually the
Constituency Association. This consists of all subscribing
members, registered readers of Liberal News, and members of
Liberal societies (such as the Women's Liberal Association or
the League of Young Liberals) in the Constituency. A Con-
stituency Association should promote Liberal principles and
endeavor to secure the election of Liberals to the House of
Commons and local government bodies. An Executive Com-
mittee, consisting of certain officers and other members
elected annually, manages the affairs of the Association.22
22 The General Director of the Liberal Party Organization, in a
letter to the author dated March n, 1957, stated: ". . . the Liberal Party
has no paid membership as the other two Parties have and any [member-
ship] figure I could give you would be misleading."